
  

 

“The nexus of health and security:   

early warning, crisis management, and increased resilience in a 

multilateral framework”  

    

Webinar, 20th of July 2020, 1 pm EST / 7pm CET (60 min)  

  

  

COVID-19 hit the international community unprepared irrespective of the fact that a variety of 

global risk analysis as well as national security strategies cited pandemics as a likely risk 

scenario for forthcoming decades. To the contrary, countries had reduced for years their 

stockpiles of PPE and relied on global production chains for strategic equipment. The velocity of 

the virus’ spread around the globe dwarfed any attempts for mere national responses. Its 

impact on societies, health systems and economies underlined the need for comprehensive 

responses cross-cutting across health, economic, and security sectors.   

For those affected by conflict, the pandemic exacerbates the suffering as for example the 

humanitarian situation in Yemen demonstrates. During the German Presidency of the Security 

Council in July, the nexus between health and security is therefore highlighted.   

However, the COVID-19 pandemic shows that a human security approach is urgently needed 

that strengthens early warning systems, allows for coordinated crisis management and 

enhances the resilience of societies.   

Together with   

• Hermann Groehe, former German Minister for Health and Member of the 

German Bundestag,   

• Nana Taona Kuo, Senior Health Advisor, Executive Office of the UN Secretary 

General  

• Thomas R. Frieden, former CDC Director and CEO of Resolve to Save Lives  

• Jaouad Mahjour, Assistant Director-General, Emergency Preparedness and  

International Health Regulation, World Health Organisation  

  

  

  

  

  

Invitation 
    



We want to discuss questions such as: 

 How to strengthen early warning systems for pandemics on national, regional and 
global level (New York and Geneva)? 

 How to address the need for balancing off public health versus economic affairs and 
development?  

 Which kind of structures and alliances are needed for coordinated crisis management? 

Are UN structures apt and effective enough?  

 How can public trust in government policies be established and maintained within a 

crisis?   

 How can misinformation, fake-news be mitigated?   
 What are key elements for the creation of robust health systems which can enhance 

the resilience of societies?  

 How can solidarity amongst UN Member States be enhanced and is there a need for 

the demonstration of global leadership by key actors?   

  

Register in advance for this meeting:  

https://kas-de.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2JD2VDmaRoGWFRs0bo31zg 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining 

the meeting.  
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